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Bills would ban expiration date for Do Not Call list

By Jennifer C. Kerr
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Congress took
the first steps Tuesday to ensure that
people who registered for the national
Do Not Call list won’t be inundated
next year with telemarketing calls at
dinnertime.

At separate House and Senate
committee sessions, lawmakers
passed legislation that makes most of
the 145 million phone numbers on the
list permanent by eliminating a five-
year expiration date established by
the Federal Trade Commission,
which administers the program.

The Associated Press reported last
month that millions of phone num-
bers on the registry would start drop-
ping off beginning next summer
unless people re-registered.

Reversing course, the FTC
announced last week that it would not
purge expired numbers while
Congress considers making the phone
listings permanent.

A measure sponsored by Rep.
Mike Doyle, D-Pa., cleared the House
Energy and Commerce Committee on
Tuesday and will be sent to the full
House for a vote.

Doyle said his legislation would
give millions of Americans “a little

much-needed peace and quiet.”

The House committee also
approved a bill, sponsored by Rep.
CIiff Stearns, R-Fla., that extends the
authority of the FTC to collect fees
from telemarketers. That authority
expired last month.

In the Senate, a measure similar to
the Doyle bill cleared the Commerce
Committee. Sen. Byron Dorgan, D-
N.D., who sponsored the bill, said it
would prevent phones from starting to
ring again at supper time. The bill
heads to the full Senate for a vote.

Last month, the FTC had said the
expiration date was needed to account
for changes, such as people who

move and switch their phone num-
bers. Critics complained, pointing out
that the list is already scrubbed each
month of numbers that have been dis-
connected and reassigned to new cus-
tomers. Doyle’s bill would require
purges by the FTC twice a month.

David Certner, legal policy direc-
tor at AARP, says many people don’t
know about the need to re-register
every five years. So the legislation, he
says, is important.

Linda Stevenson of West Chester,
Pa. placed her phone numbers on the
Do Not Call list in the early days of
the program. She thinks the legisla-
tion is a good idea.

Flamingos
galore

Mary Jo Moriarty, owner of KMS
Party Shop (left) and Cathe
Smith, owner of Flamingo
Surprise, have come together to
offer a unique surprise for area
residents. Contact KMS Party
Shop on Fourth Street in Peru at
(815) 223-4775 to arrange to
have a few flamingos to dozens
of pink plastic flamingos scat-
tered around the yard for a birth-
day, anniversary or just for a
harmless joke. The birds, which
are rented by the day, are deliv-
ered over night to surprise the
recipients in the morning and col-
lected the next night. Try filling
someone’s yard with 50 pink
flamingo’s for their 50™ birthday.
See Flamingo Surprise along
with 35 other vendors Saturday,
Nov. 3 at the United Way
Vendor’s Fair at the United Way
office at First and Sterling streets
in La Salle.

NewsTribune photo/Kemp Smith

at Perry.

dency in family medicine

gynecologic procedures.

Thursday and Friday.

Taylor received her medical degree from
the University Of Illinois College Of
Medicine in Urbana and completed a resi-

obstetrics and gynecology at University
Hospital in Cleveland, Ohio.

She specializes in the care of patients for
all ages and has a strong interest in
women’s health, obstetrical and outpatient

“When someone comes to your
door, they knock on your door. They
just don’t come in and sell to you
automatically,” Stevenson said. “It’s
nice that it is assumed the number is
permanent and then you opt out.”

The Senate and House bills would
end the five-year expirations, but peo-
ple who want to remove their num-
bers from the Do Not Call list would
still be permitted to do so.

The registry prohibits telemar-
keters from calling phone numbers on
the list. Companies face fines of up to
$11,000 for each violation.
Organizations engaged in charitable,
political or survey work are exempt.

Business in Brief
PMH adds physician to staff

Dr. Jennifer Taylor, family practice physician, has joined
Perry Memorial Hospital and Princeton
Family Physicians, S.C. She will begin see-
ing patients on Monday, Nov. 5 in Suite 303

with training in

Taylor

Appointments can be made by calling (815) 875-4531. Her
office hours are 9 a.m.—4:30 p.m. Monday, Wednesday,
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